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AGAWAM - The Agawam City 
Council has finally approved a rate 
for electric vehicle charging stations 
located throughout town. The coun- 
cil voted 9-1 in favor of an amend- 
ment to the original proposal and 
then voted the same way to approve 
the first reading. 

The vote took place at the last 
council meeting on Monday, March 
15. 

Councilor Anthony Suffriti, who 
chairs the Legislative Subcommit- 
tee, said there was a lengthy discus- 
sion prior to the council meeting, a 
discussion that included Mayor Wil- 
liam Sapelli, the city solicitor, and 
Planning Director Mark Strange. 

In the meeting, the mayor rec- 
ommended going down to 60 cents 
from the original $1 per kilowatt 
hour proposal. 

The committee voted 3-1 to rec- 
ommend the proposal, knowing it 
would be amended on the council 
floor, Suffriti said. 

At that point, Councilor Rose- 
mary Sandlin motioned to amend 
the cost to 60 cents per kilowatt 
hour. Sandlin said the charging sta- 
tions will collect data and the town 


ELECTRIC # page 2 


eg 





. ' Sak ae 
View 7 J . > | om vl Pw . "q ov) 7 ~ e ’ « _ re, + >\ 
TESA eee SATE erty f SS Satie 01 OK ea Ata ac “ 


There are seven charging stations for electric vehicles throughout town, but only about three dozen electric vehicles actually 
registered in the community. The city council recently passed the first reading of a charge of 60 cents per kilowatt hour to use 
the stations. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 
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Council renews agreement for 
water facility maintenance 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam City 
Council voted unanimously to 
support the renewal and a po- 
tential extended agreement with 
the contractor who maintains its 
wastewater and water pump sta- 
tion facilities. 

The agreement was approved 
at the city council's meeting last 
Monday night, March 15. 

The facilities are operated us- 
ing funds from user fees in the 
water and sewer budgets. Both 
are stand-alone enterprise funds 
of the town. 

Councilor George Bitzas said 
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the Community Relations Com- 
mittee met on the issue prior to 
the meeting and voted unani- 
mously to support the agreement. 

The original agreement for the 
maintenance of the town’s pump 
station facilities was signed in 
2016 by then Mayor Richard Co- 
hen. The original contract was ap- 
proved by an executive order is- 
sued by Cohen, but also endorsed 
by retire DPW Superintendent 
Christopher Golba. The contract 
was for a five-year period and was 
set to expire at the end of June of 
this year. 

Deputy Department of Pub- 
lic Works Superintendent John 
Decker came forward with a dif- 


ferent option this time, a new five- 
year agreement with contractor 
Suez Water Environmental Ser- 
vices but with an option to extend 
the agreement for five more years 
to make it a 10-year agreement. 
Decker said the option could save 
the town money in the long term, 
or at least give the town the ability 
to anticipate the cost. 

“A few ways this would be ben- 
eficial to the town is it would pro- 
vide us a stable cost for a longer 
period of time, Decker said in 
an email to the law department. 
“It would enable our contract 
operator to take on longer term 
projects at our direction, and pro- 
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Agawam extends 
outdoor dining permits 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Mayor William 
Sapelli recently announced a 
temporary extension of outdoor 
dining for this year, as an initiative 
to assist businesses and estab- 
lishments in the recovery of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sapelli said he made this deci- 
sion to help businesses not able to 
open at full capacity. While more 
businesses are able to let people 
indoors, there are still many re- 
strictions and guidelines that lim- 
it the amount of people allowed 
inside establishments. Patrons are 
required to wear masks and stay 
six feet apart. This makes outdoor 
dining a help for the capacity limit 
for some businesses. 

“Were assisting businesses in 
this time of need, it’s been nice 
collaboration with the city council 
who also helped to extend the out- 
door dining, Sapelli said. “We've 
extended it another season and I 
know business owners appreciate 
it. I think it was extremely helpful 
and able to help out businesses.’ 


Outdoor dining was successful 
last year during the pandemic as 
it allowed many establishments to 
stay open when they would have 
had to close. 

Residents expressed praise 
and enjoyment for being able to 
eat and spend time outside in 
fresh air, including Sapelli himself. 
He mentioned the outdoor dining 
being a win-win for both residents 
and business owners. 

The town is trying to help 
alleviate some of the issues es- 
tablishments are facing with the 
pandemic, including waiving li- 
quor license fees for this year in 
January. 

Though Sapelli says not all 
restaurants will be able to host 
outdoor dining. There will still 
be restrictions and guidelines in 
place for those wanting to hold 
outdoor dining, as it needs to stay 
as a Safe alternative. 

Sapelli says outdoor dining 
may be able to continue in the fu- 
ture after the pandemic, though 
he would have to work with the 
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Football returns 


The Agawam High School football team returned to action last Friday with 
a loss against Longmeadow. More photos are on page 8. PHOTO BY DAVID 
HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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Lions Club offering 
scholarship 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Lions Club and At- 
torney David Ladizki are proud to announce the 
establishment of two memorial scholarships ad- 
ministered by the Agawam Lions Club Scholarship 


Committee. These scholarships for graduating Aga- 
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Crossword.......... 6 
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wam High School seniors will honor local residents 


and Lions club members David and Beverly Malone 


Classifieds ....... 10 


Ladizki and Albert and Francis Malone. 


The total amount of each scholarship is $1,000.00 


Public Notices.. 11 


all of which will be funded by Attorney Ladizki's 


generous donation to our community. Applications 
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are available thru the High School Guidance Office. 
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City Council to create or amend ordinances 
for businesses to comply with. 

The building inspector and other town 
officials will visit establishments to check 
if a business is able to safely hold an out- 
door dining area. There needs to be ample 
amount of space for those parking to eat in- 
doors and outdoors, as the outdoor dining 
areas take up space within business's park- 
ing lots. If the parking lot is too small to hold 
an outdoor space, that business will not be 
permitted to set one up. 

“I know the community and businesses 
are looking forward to getting out as the 
weather improves, and businesses are ex- 
cited to offer outdoor dining,’ Sapelli said. 
“Were looking to open the town hall on 
April 5 when the schools open as well, we 
know more people will be out? 

With the start of Phase 4 this week, the 
city is planning on welcoming residents in- 
side the town hall again. 

People will not need to schedule appoint- 
ments, but they will need to still wear masks 
and remain six feet apart as state guidance 
requires. 

Sapelli does encourage residents to com- 
plete things online if it’s easy to do so, like 
paying bills for example. Any payments that 
residents need to make they can use the 


city website, mail it in, or use the drop box 
at town hall. He encourages people to only 
enter the town hall and meet with people 
in person if they absolutely have to, but hed 
prefer all bills be paid another way since oth- 
er ways are available. People no longer need 
to schedule an appointment to see someone 
at town hall, but they need to keep up social 
distancing inside. The town hall will be open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and asks that every- 
one follows the mandates inside. 

Residents will have access to the town 
hall Apr. 5 and will have access to outdoor 
dining currently. 

The temporary outdoor dining permit 
will last until Nov. 1 of this year, but Sapelli 
mentioned that more establishments may 
be able to continue outdoor dining in later 
years if the ordinance for it is adjusted. Res- 
idents should look out for outdoor dining 
areas and the opening of town halls doors 
soon. Any businesses looking to apply for 
the temporary outdoor dining permit can 
contact the Inspection Services Depart- 
ment at 413-786-0400 extension 8633 or at 
amandab@agawam.ma.us. For those busi- 
nesses seeking to serve alcohol outdoors, 
they must contact the Liquor Commission 
at MMcCarthy@agawam.ma.us 
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Granby Public Schools 


is Currently Accepting 
School Choice Applications 
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vibrant learning community! 
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Democratic Committee seeking donations 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Democratic 
Committee is seeking donations for up- 
coming events and fundraisers. The com- 
mittee submitted the following letter: 

Dear Friends: 

What a challenging year this has been! 
So much loss -- loved ones, time togeth- 
er with family and friends, and time in 
the community with each other at social 
events that had to be cancelled. Out of an 
abundance of caution, the Agawam Demo- 
cratic Committee has cancelled our annu- 
al breakfast, our biggest fundraiser for the 
year. The funds raised through the break- 
fast would have gone to improve outreach 
in the community i.e. to supporting local 
Democratic races and sponsoring schol- 
arships for Agawam High School seniors. 
Instead, this year we are fundraising the 
old-fashioned way, reaching out one on one 
to ask for contributions. 

So, on behalf of the Agawam Democrat- 


to support our yearly grant program and 
committee expenditures. Every year, we 
award a High School student a scholarship 
and who are entering college. We aim for 
candidates who are interested in political 
involvement and have demonstrated excel- 
lent skills within the community as well as 
his or her goal to work toward successes as 
transitioning to young adulthood. 

As a token of our appreciation for your 
contribution, the committee will mail you 
the following: 

$15.00 donation= Pocket Constitution 

$25.00 donation = American Flag Pin 

$50.00 or more donation = Pocket Con- 
stitution and Pin 

Please mail your check to: 

Agawam Democratic Committee 

P.O. Box 233 

Feeding Hills, MA. 

You may also donate to the Agawam 
Democratic Committee ActBlue at this 





ic Committee, we are inviting you to con-_ link: _https://secure.actblue.com/entity/ 
tribute to our 2021 Fundraising campaign _fundraisers/86114 
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can later determine how much use is com- 
ing from out of town. 

Councilor Dino Mercadante said the 
idea was to make the price competitive. He 
said the subcommittee discussed. 

“We have seven charging stations and 
we want to get use out of them,’ said Mer- 
cadante. “Bottom line is where is the hap- 
py medium? We want to encourage use 
of electric cars but we don't want the tax- 
payers subsidizing the cost. But right now, 
they are, they are subsidizing them at 100 
percent; 

“If youre going to grow this use, you 
cant price them out. 

Councilor Paul Cavallo said he is against 
lowering the cost any further. 

“T think its fair, said Cavallo. “I dont 
want the town to have to encumber any 
more expenses. 

Cavallo also said the town has to cover 
the cost ifthe charging stations break down 
or are vandalized or harmed in any way. 

“The have some insurance, said Caval- 
lo. “But not much. So that’s a cost we don't 
know anything about.’ 

Cavallo made the point that the town 
only has a few dozen electric cars in town 
right now. Therefore, he questioned wheth- 
er the rest of the use would be coming from. 

“My thought is to let it go for a year and 
monitor it (the use)? said Cavallo. “And 


then see if Eversource will concede and 
lower our cost.’ 

Councilor Gerry Smith said electric car 
users also get other rebates and benefits. 
He believes the town is offering a conve- 
nience with the charging stations and the 
users should be able to handle paying for it. 

“Tf they are going to get perks with the 
cars, they should be willing to pay the as- 
sociated costs, said Smith. “I was willing to 
go with the $1, but the mayor went down 
to 60 cents.” 

Councilor Mario Tedeschi voted against 
the proposal at the subcommittee level. He 
believes the costs should lower, stating 300 
percent above what people would pay at 
home is too much. 

“We made a commitment to be a green 
community, said Tedeschi. “We should re- 
coup some of our costs, but not all of them.’ 

Tedeschi said he would have preferred a 
25 cent per kilowatt hour rate. He was the 
lone dissenting vote on both the amend- 
ment and the overall proposal. 

When the concept of charging was 
brought forward by the mayor, it was op- 
posed by some in the community, believing 
the cost was too high. The proposal was ta- 
bled by the city council for a month before 
being taken off the table last week. 

A second reading will take place at the 
next meeting on April 5. 
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mote proactive operation of our facilities 
as it will be less costly than deferring main- 
tenance over the long term.’ 

City councilors on the Community Re- 
lations committee were supportive of the 
concept. Bitzas, when speaking on the 
council floor, liked the fact the contract 
could not be extended without city coun- 
cil approval, allowing the council to look at 
the contract again when it comes up for the 
option. 

According to Massachusetts Gener- 


CASA 


Court Appointed Special Advocates 
FOR CHILDREN 


CASA OF HAMPDEN COUNTY 


CASA volunteers advocate so children who 
have been abused or neglected can be safe, 
live in a permanent home, and have the 
opportunity to thrive. 


Become a Voice for 
Children in Need 





al Law Chapter 30B, section 12, the town 
is allowed to enter into agreements with 
contractors for periods of less than 5 years. 
Contracts of 5 years or more require city 
council approval. 

The proposal was sponsored by Mayor 
William Sapelli, who said in his resolution 
the contract length would be good for sta- 
bility in the maintenance of wastewater 
and water pump stations. Jen Bonfiglio, 
the chief procurement officer for the town, 
worked to secure the agreement. 


Join us for a virtual info. session to learn 
how you can make an impact. 


Sat., March 13, 10 a.m. 

Wed., March 24, 7 p.m. 

Sat., March 27, 10 a.m. 
Sat., April 3, 10 a.m. 


Cri 


Poarlively life changing 


www.chd.org/casa 
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St. John’s Easter weekend 
mass schedule set 


AGAWAM - St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main 
Street, Agawam, announces the following schedule for 
Holy Week 2021: 

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper: April 1, 7 p.m. 

Good Friday, Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: April 2, 
7 pam. 

Easter Vigil: April 3, 8 p.m. 

Easter Sunday: April 4, 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. (Ex- 
traordinary Form) 

Social distancing and face coverings will be observed. 

For more information about St. John the Evangelist 
Church, visit www.stjohnagawam.com, and_ subscribe 
to the YouTube channel (search St. John the Evangelist 
Church Agawam) for fun videos, informational videos, as 
well as daily and weekend livestream Masses. 





sacred Heart Church 
announces Holy Week schedule 


Holy (Maundy) Thursday — April 1: 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7 p.m. followed by the pro- 
cession with the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose 
in the Chapel. Solemn Adoration will continue in the chap- 
el until 9 p.m. 

Good Friday — April 2: 

Stations of the Cross at noon. 

Solemn Celebration of the Lord's Passion, Veneration 
of the Cross and the Distribution of Holy Communion at 
7 p.m. 

Holy Saturday — April 3: 

Blessing of the Easter Food and Children’s Easter Bas- 
kets at noon in front of the Parish Center. 

The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m. — This is the most 
important Mass of the entire Church year. 

Easter Sunday — April 4: 
(including the renewal of Baptismal Promises) at 8:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Covid seating capacity and regulations are still in force. 


Eucharistic Adoration 
at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and invited to 


join us at St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main 
Street, for Eucharistic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 
noon to 5:45 p.m. with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some time in quiet prayer with our Lord 
Jesus Christ, present in the Eucharist. 





Valley Press Club scholarship 
applications being accepted 


REGION - ‘The Valley Press Club, based in Springfield, 
Mass., will award up to six $1,000 scholarships to high 
school seniors in Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut who are interested in pursuing a career in 
journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, funded by contribu- 
tions and dues to the Press Club, are for students planning 
careers in print, online or broadcast journalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, funded by The Republican, 
is for students living within the newspaper's circulation 
area who are planning careers in print journalism. 

The 22News Scholarship, funded by WWLP-22News is 
for students planning careers in broadcast journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial Scholarship, estab- 
lished in memory of a chief photographer for the Spring- 
field Newspapers, is for students planning careers in pho- 
tojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial Scholarship, established 
in memory of the award-winning journalist, editor and 
author, is for students who are underrepresented, in the 
Springfield, Mass. area, planning careers in journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded by Mr. Jaffe, the Valley 
Press Clubs first scholarship recipient in 1964, who retired 
in 2015 as vice president of talent negotiation and produc- 
tion recruitment at ESPN, is for students planning careers 
in broadcast journalism or sports journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career goals, writing 
ability, scholastic aptitude and overall achievement as 
measured by an applicant's high school transcript, class 
rank, academic awards, SAT scores and extracurricular 
activities. 

Scholarship applications are available at www.Valley- 
PressClub.com, high school guidance offices, or by email- 
ing NTassinari@TheBigE.com Applications may be sent by 
mail to Noreen Tassinari, VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern 
States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Avenue, West Spring- 
field, MA 01089 or electronically to NTassinari@ TheBigE. 
com. The deadline for submissions is April 15. Over the 
course of five decades, The Valley Press Club has presented 
over $130,000 in scholarships to eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of active and retired jour- 
nalists and public relations professionals from corporate 
and nonprofit organizations. 
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The Agawam Colleen Court was recently on hand for a virtual parade held at the Big E fairgrounds in West Springfield. The event was 
a drive-thru event to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Deadline nearing for Agawam 
Rotary Club scholarships 


AGAWAM - The application deadline for the Agawam 
Rotary Club scholarships is April 1. Applications can be 
downloaded from www.agawamrotary.org and mailed to 
Agawam Rotary Club, PO Box 587, 

Agawam, MA 01001. 

The Agawam Rotary Club is proud to offer the following 
scholarships: 

Beverly M. Ladizki and David A. Ladizki scholarship for 
a graduating senior from Agawam who is planning to con- 
tinue their education, and with intent to attend law school 
This includes students graduating from Pope Francis Pre- 
paratory school. 

Ray and Reita McCarroll Memorial Scholarship is for a 
graduating senior from Agawam who will be attending or 
scheduled to attend an accredited academic or technical 
college in the month of September following graduation 
from high school. 

Andrew Gallano Scholarship For The Arts is for a gradu- 
ating senior from Agawam pursuing a career in the cultural 
arts, such as painting, music, and drama. 

Charles H. Heyl Vocational/Technical Scholarship/ 
Grant for an Agawam resident, not necessarily a graduat- 
ing high school senior, who is pursuing an education in a 
technical or vocational field, including but not limited to 
cosmetology, welding, culinary arts, and automotive tech- 
nology. The scholarship may also be used for the purpose 
of purchasing tools or equipment to become established 
in their trade. 

Rotary is an international service organization whose 
principal motto is “Service Above Self? 
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@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Wwww.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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HISTORY MATTERS 
March 16 to March 31: 
American Revolution, OK 


and March Madness 
After the Revolution, everything is A-OK 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 
Guest columnists 


History Matters is a biweekly feature cour- 
tesy of The Grateful American Book Prize, 
which is awarded to childrens books that em- 
phasize the importance of American history. 


By March 22, 1765, the British, short 
on funds to absorb the costs of their mili- 
tary presence in the colonies, unloaded the 
Stamp Act on the overburdened citizenry. Al- 
ready, they were anteing up for the sugar tax 
on imported goods, paying an assessment 
for paper money, and a quartering fee for the 
housing and food costs of the Redcoats. 

The Stamp Tax levied a charge on every- 
thing from newspapers, and pamphlets, to 
playing cards, but that offense kicked off 
outrage and defiance. According to Histo- 
ry.com, “They raised the issue of taxation 
without representation and formed societies 
throughout the colonies to rally against the 
British government and nobles who sought 
to exploit the colonies as a source of revenue 
and raw materials. By October of that year, 
nine of the 13 colonies sent representatives 
to the Stamp Act Congress, at which the col- 
onists drafted the ‘Declaration of Rights and 
Grievances, a document that railed against 
the autocratic policies of the mercantilist 
British empire.’ 

Although it was eventually rescinded, the 
public's pique unified the colonists, suffused 
them with nationalism, and, slowly, activat- 
ed America’s war of independence. 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “The Stamp Act Crisis: Prologue 
to Revolution, by Edmund S. Morgan and 
Helen M. Morgan. 

Okay is created 

Did you know that the United States does 
not have an official language? The Constitu- 
tion does not specify one, nor is there a law 
which mandates the country to speak En- 
glish; most Americans have accepted it as 
their “mother tongue, but adapting it in a 
very un-British way. 

Take the distinctly American “okay, 
which started out as an abbreviation: “OK- 
It was common in the mid-19th century for 
younger, educated men and women to delib- 
erately misspell words for amusement. For 
example, the slang for “all correct” became 
“oll korrect” or OK, and was sopped up in 
the American lexicon when the editor of the 
March 23, 1839 edition of the Boston Morn- 
ing Post, tagged it “OK” to denote that the 
copy was “all correct” or- “oll korrect- 

Other newspapers replicated the abbrevi- 
ation; it diffused all over the world and mor- 
phed into “the most frequently spoken word 
on the planet.’ 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “OK: The Improbable Story of 
Americas Greatest Word, by Allan Metcalf. 

March Madness 

March Madness is overwhelming the na- 
tion. It has been that way since March 27, 
1939, when the University of Oregon beat 
Ohio State University 46-33 in the final game 
of the very first NCAA men’s basketball tour- 
nament. 

If the Super Bowl causes the nation to 
stop and focus on football for one day, the an- 
nual NCAA basketball tournament holds the 
attention of the nation about three weeks. It 
starts mid-month when the “first four” -or 
first round games-are played, and last until 
the “final four” games culminate with the se- 
lection of the two teams that will compete in 
the championship. 

In the beginning, eight schools were invit- 
ed to participate; this year, 68 will face off in 
the men’s competition. 

The inaugural womens NCAA tourna- 
ment of 1982 had representation from 32 
schools; the 2021 line-up will be generated 
from 64. 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “How March Became Madness: 
How the NCAA Tournament Became the 
Greatest Sporting Event in America, by Ed- 
die Einhorn and Ron Rapoport. 
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Three councilors sponsor voter ID resolution 


Dear Editor: 


I, along with Councilor Ca- 
labrese and Councilor Tedeshi 
have sponsored a resolution in 
support of voter identification, 
legal absentee ballots and op- 
posing universal mail-in ballots 
for every registered voter. There 
is not one single word in this 
resolution that prevents any 
legal voter from participating 
in voting whether it be in-per- 
son or by using the traditional 
absentee mail-in ballot. If peo- 
ple are sick, disabled or are un- 
available to vote for any reason, 
they must request, like always, 
and receive an absentee ballot 
by mail. It has been the legal 
process for all of our elections 
before the corona virus hit us. 


Because of the virus the state 
changed the voting process tem- 
porarily to allow universal vot- 
ing. The enactment of Chapter 
115 of the Acts of 2020 created 
an exception for only the 2020 
elections that permitted all vot- 
ers to be eligible to vote by mail 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some politicians now want to 
change the state law and make it 
permanent for future elections. 
There is on other country 
in the world that uses univer- 
sal mail-in voting or has vot- 
ing without identification. As 
Americans we are required to 
use photo identifications in air- 
ports, banks, pharmacies, travel, 
hotels, medical and Medicaid/ 
Medicare applications, etc. Vot- 
er identification will bring trust 


and truthfulness to every local, 
state and federal election. It is in 
the best interest of our democ- 
racy to have one person with 
one legal vote in a fair election 
without creating distrust, con- 
fusion, disunity and potential 
fraud. We must strive to protect 
the integrity of our voting pro- 
cess. 

I am aware that many people 
may have different views on this 
issue and I respect that, but in 
a democracy we must have the 
freedom and courage to stand 
up and speak for what we be- 
lieve is right. 


Sincerely, 
George Bitzas 
Agawam City Councilor 








Fun with houseplants 


ust about a month ago I decided to re-pot a 
number of my “houseplants. I figured the 
timing was good, since before too long the 
ants would be responding to longer days with 
increased growth. They would relish new soil and 
more room for their roots to sprawl in the big- 
ger pots I would provide. While I have 
never really felt that my outdoor “green 
thumb’ has transferred to indoor plants, 
I've managed not to kill enough of them 
so that one morning of February vaca- 
tion was spent with my hands in potting 
soil liberating them from a fate of being 
root bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite houseplants is the 
Gerber daisy. Most people think of this 
plant as a summer annual, and it tech- 
nically is here in the northeast, but fru- 
gal Yankees (i.e. Mom and I) have been 
keeping them alive through the winter for years 
now. Its pretty pastel daisy-type flowers remind 
me of those the prankster clowns use to squirt wa- 
ter in the faces of unsuspecting folks. In our house 
we call it the “happy plant.’ I had three good-sized 
pots of them, all with tired soil. It showed by how 
yellow-green the leaves were. I moistened my 
compost-based Coast of Maine potting soil and 
proceeded to pry the plants apart, giving the di- 
visions a fresh pot and a splash of liquid fertilizer 
once back on the windowsill. I am happy to say I 
now have one flower and a few others awaiting in 
the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typically grown as annuals 
were saved from winter's chill and brought in- 
doors as an experiment. One was a lobelia plant 
that grew in a ceramic pot by my front door all 
summer. Usually lobelias peter out during the dog 
days, but this newer variety kept right on bloom- 
ing right through the heat. For the fun of it, I cut 
it back in late October and put it, pot and all in 
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my mud room. Lo and behold, it started to grow. 
I provided it with light, some fresh soil and said 
liquid fertilizer, and it is actually sporting a few 
blossoms right now. I am only hoping it will be 
happy indoors for several more weeks; thankfully 
lobelias are fairly cold hardy so I can probably get 
it outside earlier than most flowering 
plants. 

Another annual I overwintered is 
heliotrope. Given to me as a gift last 
summer, its purple, vanilla-baby pow- 
der scented flowers provided a olfac- 
tory pick-me-up whenever needed. Ad- 
mittedly, this plant struggled over the 
winter but with fresh soil and a brighter 
window it is thriving once more. ‘The 
same goes for a coleus that I got from 
a my friend Jean a year and a half ago. I 
decided take cuttings of all three to in- 
crease my coffers and happily both the coleus and 
the lobelia have rooted. It’s been tricky to keep the 
almost furry heliotrope leaves from wilting while 
awaiting roots. More research necessary there. 

Late last spring I made a mixed planter with 
succulent type plants for my porch. I used what 
I had, including two tiny kalachoe plants rescued 
from where I don't recall. They looked so pathet- 
ic that I planted them almost in the same hole 
to make one decent-sized plant. But alas, in just 
three months of good soil and a warm porch they 
tripled in size and by February were full of aphids. 
After a soapy bath they were separated, each giv- 
en their own pot. Now, one has flower buds! I 
have read that kalanchoes are easy to propagate. 
Simply take a cutting of terminal growth two to 
three inches long, stripping off all but the top 2 
or 3 leaves. Allow the stem to callus and then in- 
sert into a free-draining type of potting soil, one 
comprised of peat moss and perlite is ideal. Begin 
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NHS hosting clothing 
exchange for kids 


AGAWAM - Agawam High School's SAVE Club and 
National Honor Society, along with Agawam’s Zero Waste 
Club, are hosting their 3rd annual Kids’ Used Clothing Ex- 
change. This event was created to normalize the reuse of 
clothing that remains in good condition. 

Clean, gently used, kids’ clothing will be collected at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., on Tuesday April 
6, from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. All types of clothing from infant 
through teen styles, are desired. No footwear, including 
shoes, boots or sneakers will be accepted. All donations 
will be prescreened before donators leave. 

General, free, public shopping of this clothing will take 
place outdoors on Saturday, April 10, by appointment only, 
at the Agawam Public Library Parking Lot from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Rain date for the free shopping is Saturday, April 17. 

Shoppers are asked to bring reusable shopping bags, as 
this is a zero-waste event. Any clothing that remains will 
be donated to local charities. 

To make an appointment to free shop for clothing, visit 
Agawam.Library.org under Events & Activities and regis- 
ter, or call 413-789-1550. For more information, email Aga- 
wamZeroWaste@gmail.com 


Feline Friends benefits 
from bag fundraiser 


AGAWAM - The Stop and Shop Community Bag Pro- 
gram, which launched in May 2019, is a reusable bag pro- 
gram that facilitates community support with the goal to 
make a difference in the communities where shoppers live 
and work. 

Feline Friends Inc. Cat Sanctuary was selected as the 
April 2021 beneficiary of the program by store leadership 
at the Stop and Shop located at 57 Main Street, Westfield. 
Feline Friends Inc. will receive a $1 donation every time 
the $2.50 reusable Community Bag is purchased at that lo- 
cation during April , unless otherwise directed by the cus- 
tomer through the Giving Tag attached to the bag, 

Feline Friends Inc. Cat Sanctuary is a non-profit based 
in Feeding Hills. Learn more about Feline Friends Inc. by 
visiting www.felinefriendsinc.org. For more information 
about the Community Bag Program, go to: stopandshop. 
bags4mycause.com. 


Grange holding indoor tag sale 


AGAWAM - Community Grange #382 located at 
47 North West Street in Feeding Hills, will hold an 


indoor Tag Sale on Saturday, April 10 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Grange members will be selling their 
treasures. ‘The sale will benefit the building fund. 
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing. 
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The King David Jazz Trio will bring an evening of old time and Gypsy jazz to the Agawam Cultural Council’s popular Applause Series on Friday, 
April 2 with a performance to be broadcast on the Towns of Agawam’s and Southwick’s public access channels and streamed at 7 p.m. SUBMITTED 


PHOTO 


Applause Series presents program of old time and gypsy jazz 


AGAWAM - ‘The virtual presentation of the Agawam 
Cultural Council's popular Applause Series’ seventeenth 
season continues on Friday, April 2 when The King David 
Jazz Trio performs a mix of old time and Gypsy jazz in the 
style of Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappeli, with 
Klezmer and other ethnic flavors, including Irish, Italian, 
Spanish, and American Standards. Recorded at the Darcy 
B. Davis Jr. Bandshell at Agawams School Street Park in 
September, the performance will be presented on the Town 
of Agawam’s public access channel (Agawam TV15) at 7 
p.m. and streamed from the “Watch” button on www.aga- 
wammedia.tv for those residing outside of Agawam. ‘This 
performance is also being shown on the Town of South- 
wick’s TV15 at 7 p.m. and streamed from the “Watch Chan- 
nel 15° button on www.southwickma.org/channel-15-pub- 
lic-access. Those who wish to watch on a smart device at a 
different time should email r.kadis@comcast.net for a link 
for the performance. 

The King David Jazz Trio consists of Dave Giardina on 
guitar and vocals, Chris Payne on violin, and Kris Jensen on 
saxophone. Giardina studied music at the Longy School, 
and in classes with John Williams, Manuel Barrueco, Ben 
Verdery, Paco Pena, Oscar Ghiglia, and Sal Salvador. He 
has performed extensively throughout the Northeast and 
has been featured with the Hartford Symphony and Holy- 
oke Symphony. As a recording session musician and per- 
former, Payne has worked with artists such as John Martin, 
Tim Garland, and John Paul Jones, performing at venues 
such as The Barbican, and Ronnie Scotts Jazz Club. He 
has played virtually every 
genre of music, incorpo- 
rating these into his own 
unique style. Jensen is a sax 
and flute player of renown 
from Binghamton, New 
York, and a graduate of the 
Hartt School under Jackie 
Mclean. He has toured with 
Dicky Betts of the Allman 


Brothers and graced the biggest stages of the northeast 
with major jazz orchestras. 

Production sponsors for the King David Jazz Trio are 
the Agawam Special Police and Chris & Sue Catjakis. The 
Agawam Cultural Council also thanks the Agawam Spe- 
cial Police, Elaine Carlson, Hampden County Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi, OMG, Inc., and the Southwick Cultural Council for 
their generous support as Applause Series season spon- 
SOrs. 

In lieu of the free will donations the Agawam Cultural 
Council (ACC) normally accepts at the conclusion of all its 
events, (which support fully 40% of the cost of each per- 
formance), the council asks viewers to consider making a 
properly “socially distanced” donation to support efforts to 
“Give Back to the Community” by visiting the ACC web site 
www.agawamcc.org and clicking on the green “Donate” 
button. A check in any amount, payable to the Agawam 
Cultural Council, may also be sent to: Agawam Cultural 
Council, Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam MA 01001. 

For more information on the activities and virtual of- 
ferings of the Agawam Cultural Council during this time 
of social distancing, please visit their web site, www.aga- 
wamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural Council is an all-volun- 
teer local partner of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. The ACC 
is charged with bringing engaging, entertaining, and edu- 
cational events and opportunities in the arts, humanities, 
and sciences, to children and adults from Agawam and the 
surrounding communities. 















MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


checking for roots in about a month. 
Another plant that faced true libera- 
tion a month ago was an amaryllis that 
I received in a fancy clear container. The 
bulb was waxed, or maybe even covered in 
some kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All you 
had to do was put it on the shelf, no potting 
up required. Something did not set well 
with me about this fancy new modus...they 
want you to throw it away afterwards! But 
I kept my comment to myself, thanked the 
person who gave it to me and watched as it 
bloomed, nicely, but on a shorter stem than 
what I am used to. Once the flowers had 
passed it looked as though another stem 
wanted to put out flower buds, but it just 
sort of sat there. I decided I would operate, 
gently peeling the wax off the bulb. After 
planting in potting soil the amaryllis did 


bloom and has since put out healthy white 
roots this last month. Next it will grow a 
healthy crop of foliage then go dormant 
before blooming again next fall/winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and exper- 
iment with my “houseplants. Maybe I've 
had some success because not all of them 
were intentioned for the house all along. 
Or maybe my luck is changing! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion’ in the subject line. 


Opening For Easter March 3lst 


Polen Pees lS 


LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS 





PANSIES | LETTUCE 
CABBAGE | SEEDS 





E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HIis, Mass. @ “Everything you'd grow if you had forty acres.” 























LE 
SINGLE FAMILY HOME 


THURSDAY, APRIL 15 at 11:00 A.M. 


This ranch style single family home sits on 
+ .38 acres in an established neighborhood 
near the Connecticut River. The house has 
+ 1,062 sq. ft. of living area and features 
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, hardwood floors 
and vinyl siding. See website for details. 


Terms: $10,000 deposit. 30 day closing. Property sold as is. 
Visit website for details, terms and COVID-19 protocols. 


yA) (olYefgoltlomerelan 
ZEKOS GROUP AUCTIONEERS 


P.O. Box 549, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 


508-842-9000 
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several homes in Woodcliff in Eastwood 
and developed Westbridge Manor Apart- 
ments in Westfield. He was the owner/de- 
veloper of Pine Knoll Estates in Southwick. 
He was a real estate owner/broker for New 
Horizons Real Estate in Westfield for over 
30 years. Anthony served as a director on 
the Board for Driftwood Shores in Tolland, 
MA. He was appointed Chairman of the 
Conservation Commission on May 

5, 1980. In the early 80's he was a mem- 
ber of the Mawaga Club, where 
he would take his sons fishing. 
Many summers were spent with 
the Hillios Family enjoying the 
beautiful beaches of Falmouth 
on Cape Cod. For the last 40 
years, summers were mostly 
spent on Otis Reservoir with 
his wife, children, grandchil- 
dren, and extended family and 
friends enjoying the lake - kay- 
aking, water skiing, birdwatch- 
ing, fishing, and boating. Many 
happy memories were made over the past 
28 years on Marthas Vineyard, where An- 
thony rented a home for his family and 
grandchildren, so they could enjoy the 
amenities of this beautiful island - fishing, 
beaching, biking, enjoying sunsets, and 
family time. Every December, he would 
take his family to Freeport, Maine for a 
long weekend, staying at the Harraseeket 
Inn. Anthony spent countless winters ski- 
ing with the Slate Family at Mount Snow 
and traveled with them and family to Vail, 
Beaver Creek, and Breckenridge. Anthony 
and his wife Irene took many trips to Eu- 
rope skiing - St. Moritz, Zermatt, Mt. Blanc, 
Chamonix, Bormio, and the Dolomites. 

He spent many weekends throughout 


Anthony Liquori 


Anthony Peter Liquori (84) of South- 
wick and Tolland, formerly of Agawam, 

passed away peacefully in his home on 
March 21, 2021, surrounded by his loving 
family. He was the beloved husband of 60 
years to Irene (Banel) Liquori. Anthony - 
fondly known by his friends and family as 
“Antny , Chickee”, and “Tony’ - was born in 
Springfield on January 26, 1937, 
son to the late Fiore and Flor- 
ence Rose (Bonavito) Liquori. 
He was predeceased by his 
siblings John Liquori, Mamie 
(Liquori) Nostin, and Thomas 
Liquori. 

Anthony graduated Aga- 
wam High School in 1954 and 
attended the University of Mas- 
sachusetts, Amherst. He served 
in the Army National Guard for 
6 years; he was honorably dis- 
charged in 1962. Anthony was a parishio- 
ner of St. John the Evangelist Church. In his 
early years, he worked for the town of Long- 
meadow as a surveyor and for Al Nichols 
Surveying in Agawam. Using those sur- 
veying skills, he was part of the team that 
developed the layout, routing, and design 
of the Deerfield section of I-91. Anthony 
was a prolific property developer. His first 
development was Willow Brook Estates 
off of Cooper Street, established with his 
two brothers and sister. He helped develop 
Overlook Ridge Estates in Suffield; and sev- 
eral properties in Feeding Hills with his two 
brothers, John and Tom; Hawk’s Nest and 
Evergreen in Westfield; and a section on 
City View and Hillside in Westfield. He built 





the year with his brothers, nephews, and 
sons hunting in Vermont at his friend Jo- 
eys home. He enjoyed fishing, pheasant 
hunting, duck hunting, and bow hunting 
in Vermont. He also went salmon fishing 
in Alaska and the Miramichi River in Nova 
Scotia. Anthony enjoyed hiking and bik- 
ing throughout New England. He loved all 
things outdoors and visited many national 
parks across the United States. One of his 
passions was playing softball and coaching 
baseball at Sacred Heart Parish in Feeding 
Hills. For over fifty years, Anthony spent 
his mornings having breakfast at Memos 
Coffee Shop enjoying the company of his 
brothers, brother-in-laws, and friends. He 
often stopped at McDonald's on Wednes- 
days to have a cup of coffee with his cous- 
ins Ed and Dickie. Once a month he got 
together with his 1954 classmates and en- 
joyed spending time with them, especially 
with Pudgy, his life-long friend. He looked 
forward to conversations with Joe Mendes, 
another life-long friend. 

Anthony will be missed by his beloved 
wife Irene, his three loving children, Chris- 
tine (Liquori) Kuras and her husband Jo- 
seph Kuras of Southwick, Anthony Liquori 
and his husband Steven Maler of Boston 
and Provincetown, Michael Liquori and his 
partner Rachel Kurtz of Agawam; his two 
adored grandchildren, Michael Anthony 
Grenier and his fiancée Alexandra Ricco of 
West Springfield and Lauren Irene Grenier 
of Boston; his brother-in-law Frank Nostin 
of Agawam and Boca Raton, Florida and 
his devoted brother-in-law Victor Banel of 
Westfield; Josephine (Banel) Hillios of Chi- 
copee; and many adoring nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and extended family and friends. 
The Liquori family wishes to thank Antho- 


ny s caregivers Shawkat Salimov and Lasha 
Kamkamidze of EuroCare and his entire 
medical team at Baystate Health, including 
Baystate Home Health and Baystate Hos- 
pice for their exceptional care. Theyd also 
like to thank Roopashree Muralidhar, MD 
and Michael Siegenthaler, MD, Candice for 
her pharmaceutical expertise, as well as 
RAM Ambulance. They are especially grate- 
ful to his nephew Joseph Liquori, his niece 
Tara (Hillios) Paquette, Victor Banel, Jose- 
phine Hillios and Pudgy Phillips for their 
unwavering support. A special thank you 
goes out to his friends and family for all 
the visits, telephone calls, FaceTime chats, 
texts and especially for their friendship 
and prayers. Calling hours for Anthony 
will be held Wednesday, March 24, 2021, 
from 3 to 7 p.m. in the Colonial Foras- 
tiere Family Funeral Home, 985 Main St., 
Agawam. Funeral services will begin at 
8:45a.m. on Thursday March 25, 2021 from 
the funeral home. A Liturgy of Christian 
Burial will take place at 10:00 a.m. in St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main St., 
Agawam. Due to the recent Covid 19 re- 
strictions, burial will be private. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Ameri- 
can Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (https://www.aspca.org or by 
mail: ASPCA, PO Box 96929, Washington, 
DC 20090-6929) or the Skip Joyce Endowed 
Fund for Cerebral Amyloid Angiopathy 
Research at Mass General (https://tinyurl. 
com/Anthony-Liquori-Memorial-Fund or 
by mail: Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Development Office, 125 Nashua Street, 
Suite 540, Boston, MA 02114). www.foras- 
tierefuneralhome.com 
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33. Mental illness 

34, A person from Asia 

36. Father 

37. General's assistant 
(abbr.) 

38. Cooked or prepared in a 
specified style 

AQ), Large terrier 

4}. Hillsides 

43. Golf score 

44 Not or 

46. Type of student 

47. Flower cluster 

49. Closes tightly 

90. Saudi Arabian desert 

91. Famed vaccine 
developer 

52. Multi-function radar 
(abbr.) 

Qa. Actress Jessica 

04. Pay attention to 

9/. Beloved big screen pig 

58. Clapton, musician 

99. Take a chance 


61. Cost per mille 
62. Helps little firms 
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38. Ancient Greek sophist CLUES DOWN 
39, Polish yeast cakes 1. Mother 
40), Promotional materials + 2. Jewish calendar month 
4|, Pancakes made from 3. Jai__, sport 
buckwheat flour 4 Establish again 
42. Completed perfectly 5. Swiss river 
43, Photo 6. Racetrack wager 
44 A peninsula in SWAsia 7.__ but goodie 
45. The common gibbon — 8. Closeness 
46. Disfigure 9, Soviet Socialist Republic 
47, Ribonucleic acid 10. At right angles to a 
48, Japanese honorific ship’s length 
49, Pieces of music 11. Women’s undergarments 
92. Expressed pleasure 12, Mountain stream 
do. Having ten 13. Expresses pleasure 
56. Type of sword 21. Painful places on the 
60. Humble request for body 
help 23, Automobile 
61. Eating houses 25, scandinavian god of 
63. Italian Seaport battle 
64. Cain and 26. Expresses surprise 
65. Measure the depth 27. Secret political clique 
66.U. of Miami’s mascot — 28, Yields manila hemp 
67. Political outsiders 29. River in central Italy 
68, Greek sorceress 32. Brain injury science 
69. Body part acronym 
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CLUES ACROSS 


1. Volcanic crater 


9. Long times 

10. Swedish rock group 

14, Having the means to 
do something 

15. Rods or spindles 

16.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

17. Missing soldiers 

18. Measuring instrument 

19. All of the components 
considered 
individually 

20. Play “__ Irish Rose” 

22. Gene 

23. Barrels 

24, London-based soccer 
team 

27. Feline 

30. Breed of sheep 

31. Body part 

32. Doctors’ group 

35, One who follows the 
rules 

37. Cigarette residue 





State Senator, Second Hamden & Hampshire 





State Sen. John Velis, D-Westfield, testifies regarding the bond bill for the Holyoke Soldiers Home. SUBMITTED 
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Velis testifies on urgency for Holyoke 
soldiers’ Home bond bill 


BOSTON - On Tuesday the Joint Commit- 
tee on State Administration and Regulatory 
Oversight held a hearing to discuss H.64, An 
Act financing reconstruction of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Holyoke. ‘This bill provides $400 
million in capital authorization to rebuild the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home, a project that Sena- 
tor John Velis (D-Westfield) called “critical” 

“For too long the facility has been over- 
looked and left underfunded. After decades 
of inattention, the Home has surpassed the 
ability to be renovated and must be rebuilt, 
said Senator Velis, who represents the Holy- 
oke Soldiers Home and is a Veteran himself. 
“Those who serve put their lives on the line 
for the rest of us back home. They have tak- 
en care of us and now we must take care of 
them: 

The project proposal contains 223-234 
beds and includes, primarily private rooms, 
with communal areas for visitation, meals 
and other services. This layout follows the 
Patient-Centered Care and Small-Home care 
models recommended in reports from MIT 
and UMass that were commissioned by the 
state. 

“I think the PCC, the Patient-Centered 
Care, is the way going forward. That is what 
we are talking about here and that is what 
this building will be. This is the only way that 
we can take care of what is going to be our 
next generation and current generation of 
Veterans, said Senator Velis during his testi- 
mony. 

Senator Velis noted that the next genera- 
tion of Veterans will face different challenges 
than those at the Home today. 


“Less than one half of one percent our 
Country's population serves today, and this 
future Home is going to serve generations 
that have been an all volunteer force with 
multiple combat deployments, said Senator 
Velis, who is the Chair of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Veterans and Federal Affairs. “We are 
going to have more Veterans returning with 
complex medical, social, and psychological 
challenges than ever before. 

The state is currently working to meet 
an Aug. 1 deadline for the federal Veterans 
Administrations State Veterans Home Con- 
struction Grant Program. If approved, the 
Commonwealth would receive reimburse- 
ment for 65% of the $400 million. 

Several officials who testified, including 
National Guard Adjutant General Gary Keefe 
and Department of Veteran's Services Secre- 
tary Cheryl Poppe, noted that there is signifi- 
cant federal support for the project. 

In order to meet the grant application 
deadline, the State's Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) 
must complete its design of the project, a 
process that is initiated once the bond bill is 
enacted. 

“Every day this bill is not passed, is an- 
other day that DCAMM cannot work on the 
design, said Senator Velis. “It is imperative 
that this bill is passed by April 1 to ensure 
that DCAMM has enough time for the design 
development stage. 

Several individuals who testified noted 
that this project has been along time coming. 

“Its Holyoke’ time, It's Holyokes turn’ 
stated DVS Secretary Poppe. 
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Turley Publications 
wants to hear from you 


REGION - Everyone uses different tools to get the news. 

At Turley Publications, we strive to reach all our read- 
ers. In that effort, we have created an online survey to learn 
about how our readers get their news. Please complete this 
survey to educate us on how we can best reach you, the 
reader. The 10-question survey takes about two minutes to 
complete online. The survey can be found at https://www. 
surveymonkey.com/r/DBSJ69F. Thank you. 


Gift shop open limited hours 


AGAWAM - The Vine and Branches Gift Shop will con- 
tinue to be open on Tuesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. We would 
like to thank everyone for their patronage during these dif- 
ficult times and we will continue to pray for health, peace 
and strength as we all journey through 2021 together. You 
may contact our Pastoral Minister Deb Briancesco RN at 
413-786-8200 ext.3 with any questions or concerns. 


Crafters needed for St. John’s 
first-ever outdoor fair 


AGAWAM - St. John the Evangelist Church is excited 
to host its first-ever Outdoor Craft Fair, Saturday, May 1, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., 833 Main Street, Agawam. Crafters are wel- 
come to request an application by contacting Andreana 
Perkins, 413.786.8105, or sje.information@gmail.com. A 
rain date is set for May 8. 

There is a $35 non-refundable fee, and a request for one 
craft item to be donated to the Raffle Tent (value of $20). 

Crafters will have access to a designated 10 x 10 out- 
door space, which will include a six-foot table and chair. 
There are limited number of spaces with electricity that are 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Interested crafters can contact Andreana Perkins at 
413.786-8105, or sje.information@gmail.com. 





Clothing collection goes 
to end of the month 


AGAWAM - Sacred Heart Parish Center at 1061 Spring- 
field Street in Feeding Hills has been collecting donations 
of white socks, hats, scarfs, gloves and gently used and 
washed since January. We have so far made five truck loads 
to the South Congregational Church in Springfield where 
the donations are sorted and made available to those in 
need. Thanks to your enormous generosity we have been 
able to fill their needs. The donations for the remainder of 
the month will be going to the Springfield Rescue Mission. 
The drive will continue through the end of March 2021. If 
you have any questions, please call our Pastoral Minister 
Deb Briancesco RN at 786.8200 ext. 3. 


HCC ranked among best 
community colleges in U.S. 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke Community College ranks among 
the best community colleges in the U.S. for 2021, according 
to AcademiclInfluence.com, a technology-driven education 
evaluation group. 

HCC was listed at number 20 out of 839 community col- 
leges nationwide. 

In particular, HCC was noted for the strength of its ac- 
ademic programs in criminal justice, nursing, computer 
science, business, education and engineering. 

“In rankings on other sites, students typically see only 
the largest community colleges. We believe we take a 
smarter and more comprehensive approach, said Jed Ma- 
cosko, academic director of AcademicInfluence.com and 
professor of physics at Wake Forest University. 

Criteria for the schools in this ranking include a mini- 
mum of 1,000 enrolled students, full accreditation, and ex- 
clusively two-year (or associate) degree programs. 

“We look at how influential the school’s faculty is and 
then factor in the student body size. We call this metric 
‘Concentrated Influence. Those community colleges with 
a strong faculty but comparatively fewer students, schools 
that might otherwise get lost in the shadows of their larger 
competitors, now have an opportunity to shine, said Ma- 
cosko. “Because students often choose to attend a school 
nearby, this kind of illumination provides a truer view of 
how influential their neighborhood community college 
may actually be, regardless of its size.’ 

AcademicInfluence.com is part of the EducationAccess 
group, a family of sites dedicated to lifelong learning and 
personal growth. 

The full list of AcademicInfluence.com’s Top 50 Rank- 
ings of Community College can be viewed at academicin- 
fluence.com/articles 
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HCC theater professor Tim Cochran, right, directs a fight sequence with alumni actor Mike Pray for the HCC production of “Fatal Fisticuffs,” as 
streaming coach and HCC alumnus Cory Missildine, left, records the action against a green screen. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


HCC virtual theater production honored for innovation 


HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Community College Theater 
Department's fall 2020 production, a live-streamed virtual 
play called “Fatal Fisticuffs, won two awards at this year's 
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival. 

The original work, written by HCC alumnus Tom Roche 
‘16 of Holyoke, was recognized with a merit award for “In- 
novation in Digital Theater. HCC student Nanette Mendi- 
eta of Holyoke won an award for excellence in stage man- 
agement. 

The awards were announced at the end of the KCACTF 
Region I festival, which was held virtually this year Jan. 25- 
31. 

“Fatal Fisticuffs” was originally conceived as a tradition- 
al stage production that was meant also to be streamed 
over the internet and include real-time interactions with 
a virtual audience. But the COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
play off stage and completely into the digital realm. 

“We were all trying to overcome the obstacles that were 
placed in front of us as we attempted to tell a story in a vir- 
tual world, said director and HCC theater professor Tim 
Cochran. “We wanted to experiment and push our tech- 
nical abilities as far as we could. Being recognized on a 
regional level is important because it provides affirmation 
that our work is respected by other colleges and it recog- 
nizes our merit as a program of excellence and innovation. 
This play was being produced at an incredibly difficult time 
for all of us and it became a light in the darkness for a lot 
of people.’ 

KCACTFE Region I includes colleges and universities in 
northern New York and all six New England states. Awards 
are based on the recommendations of respondents, who — 
usually — travel around the country to view college theater 
productions and offer critiques. 

In the case of “Fatal Fisticuffs, the production was per- 
formed live four times over three days in November 2020. 
During the show, 13 student- and alumni-actors performed 
in front of green screens in their homes with the live action 
patched together remotely with fight scenes pre-recorded 
on the stage of HCC’s Leslie Phillips Theater. 

Based on their performances in “Fatal Fisticuffs,’ stu- 
dent-actors Lauren Bailey, Miguel Perez and Brandon Ro- 
driguez were also selected to perform in an acting compe- 
tition during the festival. 

“I think the students performances speak to their ded- 
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ication, talent, and commitment, said Kim Hicks, HCC 
dean of Arts & Humanities. “The same applies to our The- 
ater faculty, who work collaboratively with students to 
create the fall and spring theater productions each year. 
Everyone involved in these shows puts in an incredible 
amount of work, including nights and weekends, and the 
work is evident in what we see on the stage and, now also, 
on the screen.’ 

The production featured a number of HCC theater 
alumni in key positions: Cory Missildine ‘13, a professional 
gamer and owner of the Easthampton-based livestreaming 
company Missildine Online, served as streaming coach; 
Mike Pray ‘08, a member of Tieline Theater, a Massachusets 
theater collaborative, served as fight choreographer; and 
Roche, an award-winning playwright, wrote - and rewrote- 
the script. 

The characters in Roche's play inhabit a bleak, degrad- 
ed world where flowers no longer grow. They live alone 
in boxes, eat artificial food from plastic tubes, and may 
venture out once a year during an event known as The 
Opening. The rest of the time, their interactions are vir- 
tual, coming in the form of holograms, online chats and 
videogames. In the play “Fatal Fisticuffs” isa Mortal Kom- 
bat-style eSports competition that provides both a literal 
and metaphorical battlefield for the main character, Clay- 
ton Day, as portrayed by Miguel Perez. 

“Tom worked on the script for a full year before learning 
that he needed to pivot and adapt the entire story into a 
virtual platform,’ said Cochran. “This was an incredibly dif- 
ficult undertaking but Tom stepped up to the challenge. All 
told, he wrote more than 20 different versions of the script. 
His commitment to crafting a script that would hold to- 
gether and tell a compelling story that was about our cur- 
rent plight is what put everything in motion for us.’ 

In the past nine years, the HCC Theater Department 
has won 12 KCACTF awards for individual acting, ensem- 
ble acting, dedication to a script, stage managing, and best 
original music, among others. 

This spring, the HCC Theater Department will present 
another virtual production, “In These Times, a dramatic 
collection of original stories from the HCC community 
about life during the COVID-19 pandemic. The show, di- 
rected by HCC theater professor Pat Sandoval, will be per- 
formed online April 14-17. 
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AGAWAM - The Agawam High School 
long layoff, falling to visiting Longmead- 
touchdown at halftime. The offense im- 


proved in the second half, but Longmead- 
ow remained in control. It was Agawam's 


is ry" | first game since losing to West Springfield 


ee , i on Thanksgiving in 2019. Agawam faces 





Elijah Torres takes off on a run for the Brownies. 4:30 p.m. 


Matthew Cleavall punts the ball away for Agawam. 


SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


football team finally took the turf after a 


ow 30-14. The game was a low-scoring 
affair early on with Longmeadow up a 


Amherst at home on Friday, March 26 at 


Brownies fall in opener 












Vincent Wallace attempts to break up a pass 





Griffin pear tries to head for the side on arun. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW. 





Purse structure announced for 2021 season 


WATERBURY, VT and NAPLES, ME -- Amer- 
ican-Canadian Tour (ACT) and Pro All Star Se- 
ries (PASS) officials have announced the purse 
structure for the five weekly divisions set for 
competition at Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park in 2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 in posted awards 
have been set to be distributed to the Sunoco 
Modifieds, Late Models, SK Light Modifieds, 
Limited Sportsman, and Mini Stocks at each 
event. All five divisions will compete as part 
of the six-race oval track event schedule at 
Thompson, which begins with the annual Ice- 
breaker on April 10 and 11. The schedule also 
includes four Wednesday night races in the 
summer (June 16, July 7, Aug. 11 and Sept. 15) 
and the Sunoco World Series (Oct. 8 to 10). 


fe 
RACING I page 9 Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 season. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





Valley Wheel 
Baseball 
seeking new 
talent for 

2021 season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 





REGION - ‘The regular season is just a 
month away and the members of the Valley 
Wheel Over-30 Baseball League are excited to 
be playing baseball again. 

Last year, the season was cancelled once 
parks were closed due to the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

An attempt was made by commissioner Jim 
Nason to hold a short season once modified 
rules for activity were allowed, but there was 
not enough interest to keep the league operat- 
ing. 

Now, the league is gearing for a full season, 
but between circumstances changing during 
the pandemic and the modifications current- 
ly in place for sports The league is definitely in 
need of more baseball talent. 

Nason is hoping “quarantine fatigue” and 
the need to get outdoors and get active will 
draw new players to tryouts when they start 
next weekend. 

Tryouts for the league will take place Satur- 
day, April 3, and the next two Sundays, April 11 
and 18. 

There are normally six teams in the league 
and the hope is to continue to have that tradi- 
tion as players begin to make their way out to 
the fields The normal Valley Wheel season is 15 
games beginning April 25 this year and going 
until the end of July. The league plays nine-in- 
ning games, allowing all participants an oppor- 
tunity to get plenty of at-bats and lots of time 
in the field. 

The top four teams in the league make the 
playoffs and the semifinals and finals are held 
in the first two weeks of August. The schedule 
also features a couple of weeknights games 
and a special Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game. 

There are still modified rules for adult base- 
ball under the Office of Energy and Environ- 
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Valley Wheel Baseball is a to get started again. Try- 
outs were held last summer before the season ultimate- 
ly had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. FILE PHOTO 
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BASEBALL 


mental Affairs, which requires mask-wear- 
ing, social distancing when possible, and 
no spitting among the habit baseball play- 
ers are not allowed to engage in. While 
the game play is largely the same, the 
mask-wearing rule was one that was the 
subject of controversy last summer and 
ultimately led to the cancellation of the 
shortened season. 

With vaccinations in Massachusetts 
clearing one million people and the state 
entering Phase 4 of the re-opening plan 
earlier this week, Nason is hopeful the re- 
strictions will ease as the season goes on, 
especially as it relates to gathering. 
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Touts: are set to bean on ayer 3. FILE PHOTO 
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Comradery is one of the staples of the 
league, which has usually included tailgat- 
ing after games. That is a practice that will 
also have to be on hold until restrictions 
lift. 

For more information on getting in- 
volved in adult baseball, go to www.valley- 
wheelbaseball.com. To play in the league, 
you must be 28-years-old before June 1. 
In order to participate in the league as a 
pitcher, you must be 30-years-old before 
June 1. Players can participate in at least 
one of the three tryouts dates, usually held 
at Blunt Park, and then a draft is held prior 
to the start of the season. 
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RACING 5 


“When Tom (Mayberry) and I agreed 
to take on this role at Thompson, one of 
our priorities was posting a fair purse for 
all divisions, ACT managing partner Cris 
Michaud said. “I raced for 20+ years, and 
I experienced firsthand the value of an 
extra dollar. Weve put together a compet- 
itive structure that rewards everyone who 
shows up and will help teams get their cars 
to the track.’ 

The roar of the Sunoco Modifieds will 
return to the high-banks with drivers chas- 
ing a $1,500 winning prize for their 30-lap 
feature races. With $900 on the line for sec- 
ond, $600 for third and $200 to start each 
race, the Sunoco Modified purse itself rises 
over $8,500. Some of the top names in local 
Modified racing are expected to compete, 
including Keith Rocco, who looks to con- 
tinue his dominance of the competitive 
class on Thompson's 0.625-mile oval. Oth- 
er names expected for the opener include 
Troy Talman, a former Thompson winner. 

The Late Models, which will again fol- 
low ACT Tour rules — including the addi- 
tion of the new Hoosier tire — will chase 
$1,200 to win. As part of a purse better than 
$7,000 throughout the field, Late Model 
drivers will open the season with a 40-lap 
special at the Icebreaker. They will contin- 
ue to thrill Thompson fans with some of the 
top competitors from across New England. 
Names like Woody Pitkat, who swept both 
races in 2020, along with Nick Johnson, de- 
fending ACT Tour Rookie of the Year Derek 
Gluchacki and more will be in competition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set to return 
with a purse over $3,000 of their own and 
$350 on the line to win. Known as one of 
the most exciting divisions at Thompson 
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each year, the Limited Sportsman keep fans 
on the edge of their seat with two, and often 
three-wide action throughout the field. 

Early entries for the season include for- 
mer Thompson champions Kyle Gero and 
Larry Barnett, along with former Seekonk 
Speedway Sportsman champion Corey 
Fanning. At the Icebreaker, Limited Sports- 
man drivers may also take the opportuni- 
ty to compete in a 8-Cylinder Open Street 
Stock open on Saturday, which pays $1,000 
to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light Mod- 
ified purse includes another $350 to win, 
with $250 for second and a strong distri- 
bution of funds throughout the field. As 
a division that puts some of the youth of 
Modified racing and veterans together, it’s 
expected to be another stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return 
to Thompson with feature races set for 
$200 to win and over $1,600 in presented 
awards. Early entries for the season include 
Thompson veterans Russ Barboza, Tommy 
Silva and former division champion Steve 
Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park 
opens its 82nd season of oval track racing 
with the Icebreaker on Saturday, April 10 
and Sunday, April 11. The 10-division card 
includes the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 
for the Thompson Outlaw Open Modified 
Series, the PASS Super Late Models, and 
five Thompson weekly divisions. The 8-Cyl- 
inder Street Stock Open, NEMA Lites, and 
EXIT Realty Pro Truck Challenge round out 
the card. An optional Test N’ Tune practice 
day is slated for Friday, April 9 with all Ice- 
breaker divisions welcome. 





College conference moves 
forward with spring competition 


WESTFIELD — The eight Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic Conference (MAS- 
CAC) Presidents announced today that 
they have approved a plan to have competi- 
tion for the spring sports of baseball, men’s 
golf, womens lacrosse, softball and men’s 
and womens outdoor track and field. The 
presidents have also approved the contin- 
uation of practice for fall and winter MAS- 
CAC teams subject to health and safety, 
testing and tracing protocols in place to 
limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to meet regu- 
larly with the presidents, athletic directors, 
athletic trainers and other essential staff as 
we bring our student-athletes back to the 
playing field, safely, while adhering to all 
state, federal and NCAA guidelines,’ said 
MASCAC Commissioner Angela Baumann. 
“Tt is our intention to have these athletic 
events as long as the conditions allow us 
to move forward safely. The MASCAC of- 
fice and eight MASCAC Presidents will be 
monitoring practices and competition to 
ensure the continued health and safety of 
our student-athletes and staff" 

It will remain the decision of each mem- 
ber institution to determine if they can 
safely participate in intercollegiate ath- 
letics this spring and in which sports they 
will permit competition. These decisions 
will be made in consultation with cam- 
pus health professionals and the MASCAC 
Commissioner. 

The presidents have approved a confer- 
ence schedule where the institutions will 
play the same school each week in baseball, 
softball and womens lacrosse. In addition, 
the membership has approved a mens golf 
and outdoor track and field championship. 
Additionally, the presidents have autho- 
rized institutions to schedule non-confer- 
ence contests, provided all non-conference 
teams follow prescribed MASCAC health 
and safety guidance and protocols. Insti- 


tutions will not be traveling to compete 
against teams out of state. 

As the MASCAC teams continue to par- 
ticipate in athletic activities, it is the con- 
tinued responsibility of all student-athletes 
and staff to stay diligent in their safety ef- 
forts on and off the field of play. Individual 
member institutions reserve the right to 
halt competition if the health of the cam- 
pus community is put at risk. In the event 
of an increase of COVID-related cases on 
any of our campuses, the schedules may be 
adjusted, which might include stoppage of 
play. 

“The presidents are excited to move 
forward with plans for spring sports com- 
petition, said Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts President James Birge, Chair 
of the MASCAC Council of Presidents. “As 
we plan for spring sports competition, we 
will continue to fine-tune protocols to en- 
sure the safety of student-athletes, coach- 
es, staffand the campus communities, said 
President Birge. 

Consistent with state restrictions on 
gathering limits, spectators will not be per- 
mitted at MASCAC contests at this time. 
This policy may be revisited for outdoor 
sports if conditions improve and subject 
to state and local health authorities’ guid- 
ance. For the enjoyment of family, friends 
and fans of our student-athletes, the MAS- 
CAC will continue to livestream contests 
on MASCAC.tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic year, 
the MASCAC will be celebrating its’ 50th 
anniversary with special features, facts 
and trivia commemorating the event. Our 
conference has a rich history of success on 
the playing field and in the classroom. Over 
the academic year, the conference will be 
highlighting the student-athletes, teams, 
coaches, and administrators from the last 
50 years. 


sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION - The Quabbin Valley Base- 
ball League is an age 28-and-over league 
which plays its games Sundays at 10 a.m. 
beginning in late April and concluding in 
late August. It is a six-team league and a 
15-game schedule with all teams getting at 
least one playoff game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players to join 
in the fun. The cost to play in 2021 is $192.50 
and registration can be found at www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. Games are 
mostly being played this year in Easthamp- 
ton and South Hadley. Players who wish to 
pitch in the league must be 30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and players who are 


Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION - ‘The Hampshire Franklin 
Baseball Umpire Association (HFBUA) is 
planning to conduct classes for the 2021 
baseball season following all recommend- 
ed COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 
sibility of on-line instruction. The associa- 
tion covers umpiring of scholastic baseball 
for all of Hampshire and Franklin county 
schools registered under MIAA and sev- 
eral other baseball leagues in the area. If 
you are interested in umpiring baseball or 
obtaining further information regarding 
the upcoming classes please contact Roger 
Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HFBUA 
via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 





not already on a team will be placed in a 
draft, currently scheduled to take place on 
Sunday, April 11. 

The leagues first games are tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, April 25. For the 2021 
season, there is a mask-wearing rule, as 
well as modifications that prohibit any type 
of spitting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring in 
with them. The league allows the use of BB- 
COR-certified -3 bats as well as wood bats. 
Games are nine innings and all players who 
participate get to hit and play the field. For 
more information or to contact someone 
from the league, go to the league's website. 


sign-ups now available 
for 2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW - The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for 
the 2021 Senior Softball Season. 
The Silver Division (age 50 to 64) 


has filled 36 of the 112 spots and the 
Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 
32 of the 96 spots. The registra- 
tions are accepted on a first come 
first serve basis. All our games are 
played at the Fish & Game in Lud- 
low. For further information or to 
register go to http://www.western- 
massrelics.org. 





Follow Us On 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


MOVING ESTATE SALE AGA- 
WAM!! 80 Howard St. Fri/Sat 3/26 
& 03/27 9-2 

Sunday 03/28 9-1. High End Furniture/ 
Antiques and much more. Hutch/Curio/ 
Wicker, Grandfather Clock, Bookcase, 
5Piece King Bedroom. Masks/Social 
Distancing. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


e7-W Ee lela ks 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Village Hills Ve 


Circulation: 


[= 50,500 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 













Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 


e 
2 
BROOKFIELD / ™ 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 













NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


‘ELD 


BROOKFI 











WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 

LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price Add $10 for a second Zone Greg (41 3)592-1 505 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] Of add $ 15 to run in 
LINC’S PLUMBING 
ALL THREE ZONES. Oy jeross 
“New Season” 
Name: Pons First ZONE base price Cs, tudes “New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
Address: Addasecond ZONE _*10.00 __ sanatatte For Your Connection 
ea aga 413)668-5299 
Town: State: Zip, Addathird ZONE $5.00 - mee (413) 
uabdpdIn 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover _J Cash _1 Check# x Number of Weeks Ec Li aay 
Card #: Exp. Date CW TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Hale: _ TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 


out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





Re ee Ee ee 
CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinc- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 


fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 





FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
oy .V Bie] asa) 
De a ek 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-arte- 
sianwell.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - Class A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer 


- Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZ 


PROVIDER 


Call For An . 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 








VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man” 


inks Tel: 413-289-0058 
a Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kiftchentabletaxes®gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
' www.kitchentabletaxes.com 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD21P0479GD 
In the matter of: 
Logan J Henry 
Of: Agawam, MA 
Respondent 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 


by 

Matthew Henry of 
Agawam, MA 

Colleen Henry of 
Agawam, MA 


in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Logan 
J Henry is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that 
Matthew Henry of Agawam, 
MA 

Colleen Henry of 
Agawam, MA 

(or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat- 
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
04/16/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif- 
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 


Date: March 12, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
Probate and Family Court 
HAMPDEN ss 
Docket No. HD19P2229PM 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the estate of Alice A. 
MacDonald otherwise Alice 
A. McCarthy of Agawam 
in said County, person under 
conservatorship single 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said Court for 
license to sell at private sale 
certain real estate of said 
Alice A. MacDonald other- 
wise Alice A. McCarthy for 
her maintenance. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on 
the 20th day of April 2021, 
the return day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Judge of said Court this six- 
teenth day of March 2021. 

Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register 

It is ordered that notice 
of said proceeding be given 
by delivering or mailing by 
registered or certified mail a 
copy of the foregoing citation 
to all persons interested four- 
teen days at least before said 
return day and, if service be 
made by registered or certi- 
fied mail, unless it shall appear 
that all persons interested have 
received actual notice, by pub- 
lishing a copy thereof once 
in The Agawam Advertiser 
a newspaper published in 
Agawam the last publication 
to be seven days at least before 
said return day’ and it is fur- 
ther ordered that notice thereof 
be given to the Department of 
Mental Health and the United 
States Veterans Administration 
and to the Board of Public 
Welfare of by delivering or 
mailing by registered or cer- 
tified mail a copy thereof to 
them fourteen days at least 
before said return day. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Jude 
of said Court this 16th day of 
March 2021. 

Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register 
03/25/2021 
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Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 


Federal & All ‘States 


VTi Cosa lle)a mks). acl elem mlatclaleiclareisialsleists 


Personal & Small Business 
IRS Problems? 


FAAST Fa Z z! i play |, Let a Professional Handle it for you. 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE Call us anytime! 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified lax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 











Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 * Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. 

Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


e =z bestan,, 
CLASSIFIEDS = 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Reaching readers in 
50 local communities every week. 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 
e Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 
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COVID-19 testing at HCC 


June 
} FY Fa. 


a | 
} 


extended through 





The COVID-19 test site at Holyoke Community College will continue to offer drive-thru testing until the end 


of June. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


HOLYOKE — Even though infection 
rates have been dropping and vaccina- 
tions are becoming more readily available, 
free “Stop the Spread” COVID-19 testing at 
Holyoke Community College has been ex- 
tended through June 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is con- 
ducted six days a week in parking lot H 
near the western entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the college's main campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly as 
long as they used to be, according to site 
administrators, with only a handful of vehi- 
cles lined up at the busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the 
Spread” drive-through testing site since 
last summer to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn left onto the 
Campus Road and proceed to parking lot 


H. There will be signs and parking atten- 
dants on site to manage the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts resi- 
dents, and conducted on a first-come, first- 
serve basis. There are no appointments and 
no referral is necessary. Turnaround time 
for results is typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop the 
Spread test sites across the tate can be 
found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may sometimes 
be cancelled due to inclement weather. Be 
sure to visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date information on can- 
cellations: 

https://www.holyoke.org/depart- 
ments/board-of-health 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0514EA 
Estate of: 

Eric P Decoteau 
Date of Death: 12/31/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Ronald P Decoteau 
of East Longmeadow, MA 
and Cheryl A Wiblyi of 
Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Ronald P Decoteau 
of East Longmeadow, MA 
and Cheryl A Wiblyi of 
Chicopee, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised adminis- 
tration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/14/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 


ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 17, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 


LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
Agawam: 

North Agawam 
Infrastructure Planning 
Project (NAIPP) 

The Town of Agawam 
has been awarded funds from 
the FY 2019 Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program. 
Agawam wishes to receive 
proposals from profession- 


al engineering firms who 
will facilitate the proposed 
NAIPP under the direction of 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC) and 
the Agawam Planning and 
Community Development 
Department, who will report 
to the Agawam Mayor. The 
consultant will ultimately be 
responsible for inspecting 
the area, conducting neces- 
sary survey work, hold public 
meetings, evaluate all basic 
infrastructure systems (streets, 
sidewalks, drainage, water, 
and sewer), develop base 
plans and prepare a Master 
Plan for proposed infrastruc- 
ture improvements. 

A more detailed Request 
for Proposal (RFP) is avail- 
able at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 
Congress Street, Springfield, 
MA 01104, (413) 781-6045, 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. To 
request an electronic copy of 
the RFP, please email both 
Sue Ortiz (sortiz@pvpc.org) 
and Ted Harvey (tharvey @ 
pvpc.org). The RFP will be 
available from the time of 
this notice until the due date 
specified below in digital for- 
mat. The Town of Agawam 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all proposals if it is 
deemed in the best interests of 
the Town to do so. Agawam’s 
Chief Procurement Officer 
and the Mayor will be the 
awarding and contracting 
authority. 

Completed proposals 
are to be submitted no later 
than 3:00 PM, April 14, 
2021 at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 
Congress Street — 1st Floor, 
Springfield, MA 01104-3419. 
03/25/2021 
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Your local newspaper keeps you connected to what’s happening in your community. 
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Enjoy the convenience of home 
delivery for less than $3 monthly 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


